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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . Claims 1 - 27 are pending in this office action. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 21 is objected to because of the following informalities: It is hard to 
distinguish the preamble from the body of the claim. Appropriate correction is 
required. 



3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



Claims 1 , and 3 - 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S Patent 6,577,907 issued to Joseph Stanley Czyszczewski et al. (hereinafter 
"Czyszczewski"). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



Regarding claim 1 , Czyszczewski teaches a method for providing access from a 
multifunction device to data operatively associated with a user-specified remote storage 
device, comprising: 
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establishing a link between said multifunction device and a user-specified remote 
storage device having said data operatively associated therewith (see column 2, lines 3 
-6); and 

accessing said data operatively associated with said user-specified remote 
storage device from said multifunction device over said link established therebetween 
(see column 3, lines 50 - 60). 

However, Czyszczewski teaches connectivity between the multifunction device 
which is analogous to link established therebetween. It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify teaching of 
Czyszczewski wherein multifunction device can access remote datastores. The 
motivation is that the connectivity which is a kiosk-like configuration reduces costs and 
increase productivity. 

Regarding claim 3, Czyszczewski teaches identifying said user-specified remote 
storage device is based at least in part on a path thereto specified by a user at said 
multifunction device (see column 6, lines 43 - 49 and column 9, lines 39 - 49). 

Regarding claim 4, Czyszczewski teaches identifying said user-specified remote 
storage device is based at least in part on a user profile (see column 3, lines 50 - 55). 
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Regarding claim 5, Czyszczewski teaches converting a document to electronic 
format at said multifunction device (see column 2, lines 65 - 67); and 

combining said document in electronic format with said accessed data (see 
column 9, lines 3-7). 

Regarding claim 6, Czyszczewski teaches combining said accessed data with an 
electronic document generated at said multifunction device (see column 1 1 , lines 12 - 
19); and 

sending said combined electronic document and accessed data from said 
multifunction device to a network destination (see column 3, lines 1 - 7 and column 7, 
lines 12-25). 

Regarding claim 7, Czyszczewski teaches accessing said data is from an 
address book operatively associated with said user-specified remote storage device 
(see column 12, lines 8-14). 

Regarding claim 8, Czyszczewski teaches identifying a network destination for an 
electronic document generated at said multifunction device based on said data 
accessed from said address book (see column 14, lines 15 - 20). 
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Regarding claim 9, Czyszczewski teaches editing an entry in said address book 
operatively associated with said user-specified remote storage device from said 
multifunction device (see column 6, lines 50-67). 

Regarding claim 10, Czyszczewski teaches configuring said multifunction device 
before identifying said user-specified remote storage device (see column 3, lines 56 - 
60). 

4. Claims 2, and 1 1 - 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Czyszczewski in view of U.S. Pub. 2002/0075506 issued to Duncan I. 
Stevenson et al. (hereinafter "Stevenson"). 

Regarding claim 2, Czyszczewski teaches the claim subject matter as discussed in 
claim 1. Czyszczewski does not explicitly teach identifying said user-specified remote 
storage device. 

Stevenson teaches identifying said user-specified remote storage device (see page 
1, [0012] -[0013]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine teaching of Stevenson with the teaching of 
Czyszczewski wherein stores data to be retrieved. The motivation is that If a person 
working for a particular company is traveling to various locations within the company, 
and is away from his own personal computer, that person can go to any printer or digital 
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copier which is on the corporate network, and, simply by entering his standard network 
password, remotely access and print out his electronic mail. 

Regarding claims 1 1 and 20, Stevenson teaches displaying at least a portion of 
said data at said multifunction device (see page 2, [0018]). 

Regarding claim 12, Czyszczewski teaches a method for accessing user- 
requested data from a configured multifunction device, comprising: 

identifying a remote storage device having said user-requested data operatively 
associated therewith (see column 7, lines 33 - 40 and column 9, lines 38 - 49). 

Czyszczewski does not explicitly teach retrieving said user-requested data 
operatively associated with said remote storage device from said configured 
multifunction device. 

Stevenson teaches retrieving said user-requested data operatively associated 
with said remote storage device from said configured multifunction device (see page 2, 
[0015 and [0021]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine teaching of Stevenson with the teaching of 
Czyszczewski wherein messages are retrieved from remote devices through the 
network. The motivation is that If a person working for a particular company is traveling 
to various locations within the company, and is away from his own personal computer, 
that person can go to any printer or digital copier which is on the corporate network, 
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and, simply by entering his standard network password, remotely access and print out 
his electronic mail. 

Regarding claim 13, Czyszczewski teaches identifying said remote storage 
device is based at least in part on a path for said remote storage device specified by a 
user at said configured multifunction device (see column 7, lines 35 - 40 and column 9, 
lines 38- 49). 

Regarding claim 14, Czyszczewski teaches identifying said remote storage 
device is based at least in part on a user profile (see column 3, lines 50 - 55). 

Regarding claim 15, Czyszczewski teaches converting a document to electronic 
format at said configured multifunction device (see column 2, lines 65 - 67); and 

combining said document in electronic format with said retrieved user-requested 
data (see column 9, lines 3 - 7). 

Regarding claim 16, Czyszczewski teaches combining said retrieved user- 
requested data with an electronic document generated at said configured multifunction 
device (see column 11, lines 12-19); and 

sending said combined electronic document and retrieved user-requested data 
from said configured multifunction device to a network destination (see column 3, lines 1 
- 7 and column 7, lines 12 - 25). 



Application/Control Number: 10/033,225 



Art Unit: 2172 



Page 8 



Regarding claim 17, Czyszczewski teaches retrieved said user-requested data is 
from an address book operatively associated with said remote storage device (see 
column 12, lines 8-14). 

Regarding claim 18, Czyszczewski teaches identifying a network destination for 
an electronic document generated at said configured multifunction device based on said 
user-requested data retrieved from said address book (see column 14, lines 15 - 20). 

Regarding claim 19, Czyszczewski teaches editing an entry in said address book 
operatively associated with said remote storage device from said multifunction device 
(see column 6, lines 50 - 67). 

Regarding claim 21, Czyszczewski teaches a multifunction device comprising 
computer-readable media operatively associated with said multifunction device and 
having computer-readable program code thereon including program code for identifying 
data operatively associated with a user-specified remote storage device (see column 9, 
lines 38-49). 

Czyszczewski does not explicitly teach program code for accessing said data 
operatively associated with said user-specified remote storage device from said 
multifunction device. 
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Stevenson teaches program code for accessing said data operatively associated 
with said user-specified remote storage device from said multifunction device (see page 
1,[0008]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine teaching of Stevenson with the teaching of 
Czyszczewski wherein data are access from remote devices through the network. The 
motivation is that If a person working for a particular company is traveling to various 
locations within the company, and is away from his own personal computer, that person 
can go to any printer or digital copier which is on the corporate network, and, simply by 
entering his standard network password, remotely access and print out his electronic 
mail. 

Regarding claim 22, Czyszczewski teaches said data is an address book (see 
column 12, lines 8- 14). 

Regarding claim 23, Czyszczewski teaches program code for retrieving an entry 
from said address book, said entry identifying a network destination (see column 12, 
lines 8 - 23); 

program code for associating said entry from said address book with an 
electronic document at said multifunction device (see column 7, lines 14 - 26); and 

program code for sending said electronic document to said network destination 
identified by said entry from said address book (see column 7, lines 16 - 22). 
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Regarding claim 24, Czyszczewski teaches said data is a document in electronic 
format (see column 2, lines 65 - 67). 

Regarding claim 25, Czyszczewski teaches program code for sending a 
document in electronic format from said multifunction device to a network destination 
(see column 3, lines 1 - 7 and column 7, lines 12 - 25). 

Regarding claim 26, Czyszczewski teaches program code for combining a 
document in electronic format with a document image at said multifunction device (see 
column 9, lines 3 -7); 

program code for sending said combination of said document in electronic format 
and said document image from said multifunction device to a network destination (see 
column 5, lines 30-40). 

Regarding claim 27, Czyszczewski teaches said user-specified remote device is 
another multifunction device (see column 7, lines 26 - 40). 
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Conclusion 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Fred I. Ehichioya whose telephone number is 703-305- 
8039. The examiner can normally be reached on M - F 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John E. Breene can be reached on 703-305-9790. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Fred I. Ehichioya 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2172 
February 8, 2004 
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PRIMARY EXAMINER 




